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Presidential  Candidate  Profiles: 
George  W.  Bush  and  John  Kerry 


Welcome  to  the  2004  presidential  candidate  profile 
edition  of  the  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter.  We 
bring  you  this  edition,  as  we  do  each  presidential 
election  season,  based  on  our  belief  that  "citizens 
have  the  responsibility  to  participate  vigorously  in 
making  government  more  responsive,  open,  and 
accountable.  Active  and  informed  citizen  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  political  process  is  essential  to  the  proper 
functioning  of  government"  (FCNL  Statement  of 
Legislative  Policy,  11  / 03). 

Participating  actively  in  electoral  processes  and  vot¬ 
ing  are  fundamental  to  maintaining  the  health  and 
strength  of  our  country's  democratic  institutions.  In 
this  issue  of  the  Newsletter,  we  seek  to  shift  attention 
from  the  shallow  image-making  of  partisan  cam¬ 
paigns  toward  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  candi¬ 
dates'  public  records  and  perspectives  on  important 
issues  of  the  day.  We  hope  you  will  find  this  helpful 
as  you  consider  your  choices  in  November. 

Of  course,  the  November  elections  are  about  far 
more  than  just  who  will  occupy  the  White  House  in 
January.  The  elections  will  determine  in  large  part 
how  the  U.S.  will  respond  to  unprecedented,  grow¬ 
ing  challenges  at  home  and  abroad  and  how  the  U.S. 
will  relate  to  the  rest  of  the  world  in  addressing 
these.  For  this  reason,  we  have  chosen  to  focus 
exclusively  on  the  two  leading  candidates  (as 
opposed  to  the  other,  third  party  candidates).  One 
of  these  two  candidates  will  be  elected  president, 
and  we  believe  it  is  essential  that  voters  understand 
and  anticipate  how  these  two  candidates  may  differ 
or  be  similar  as  president,  leading  the  nation  and 
working  with  Congress  and  other  governments  to 
advance  the  common  good. 

We  urge  you  to  supplement  this  newsletter  with 
other  information  provided  by  the  candidates  and 
independent  media.  For  more  Bush  and  Kerry  per¬ 
spectives  on  issues  such  as  U.S.  relations  with  Cuba, 


China,  and  the  UN;  international  trade;  and  Native 
American  health  care  and  housing,  please  visit  our 
web  site  at  www.fcnl.org.  Further,  there  are  other 
candidates  for  president  who  offer  important,  alter¬ 
native  views  on  these  issues. 

Much  is  at  stake  for  the  nation  and  the  world  in  this 
election.  We  are  living  in  dangerous,  troubled,  and 
fractious  times.  Yet,  we  are  also  living  in  a  time  of 
tremendous  possibilities  for  the  betterment  of  the 
human  and  planetary  condition.  The  times  cry  out 
for  leaders  with  vision,  compassion,  honesty,  integri¬ 
ty,  courage,  and  faith.  Who  will  best  lead  our  coun¬ 
try  in  these  times?  It  is  up  to  each  of  us  to  decide.  ■ 


VOTE  NOVEMBER  2, 2004 

Are  you  registered  to  vote?  Are  your  friends?  Is 
everyone  in  your  meeting  or  church  registered? 

FCNL’s  nonpartisan  VOTE  2004  campaign  can 
help.  Contact  FCNL  for 

■  Voter  registration  information  in  your  state 

■  Perspectives  on  the  importance  of  voting 

■  Questions  to  ask  candidates 

■  Local  organizing  packets 

■  VOTE  2004  buttons  and  stickers 

Join  FCNL’s  VOTE  2004  campaign  to  increase 
voter  registration  and  get  out  the  vote  this  fall.  Go 
to  www.fcnl.org.  Enter  your  zip  code  under  My 
Election  Information  to  learn  about  your  federal 
and  state  races  and  where  to  vote  in  your  area. 

CONTACT;  Tracy  Moavero  at  202-547-6000  ext. 
104;  or  email  tracy@fcnl.org 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  nonpartisan  Quaker  lobby  in  the 
public  interest,  seeks  to  follow  the 
leadings  of  the  Spirit  as  it  speaks  for 
itself  and  for  like-minded  Friends. 

Views  expressed  in  FCNL's  Washington 
Neivsletter  are  guided  by  the  Statement 
of  Legislative  Policy  which  is  prepared 
and  approved  by  FCNL's  General 
Committee.  FCNL  includes  Friends 
appointed  by  26  Friends'  yearly 
meetings  and  by  seven  other  Friends' 
organizations  in  the  United  States. 

Clerk:  Stephen  McNeil 

Assistant  Clerk:  Joanne  Rains  Warner 

Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July-August  and  November- 
December  combined  issues).  In 
addition,  a  voting  record  is  published 
annually. 

The  Washington  Neivsletter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor  Liz  Hofmeister 
Author  Ned  Stowe 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 

the  Washington  Newsletter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Neivsletter 
items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washington  Neivsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Neivsletter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National 
Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how /where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distributed. 

Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 

245  Second  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http:/ /www.fcnl.org 

Printed  on  recycled  paper 
with  soy-based  ink. 


Biographical  Sketches 

George  W.  Bush  (Republican) 

■  Bom;  July  6, 1946,  New  Haven,  CT. 

■  Home:  Austin,  TX. 

■  Religion;  Methodist. 

■  Married  to  Laura  Bush. 

■  Education:  Yale  U.,  BA,  1968;  Harvard  U.,  MBA,  1975. 

■  Military:  Texas  Air  National  Guard,  1968-73. 

■  Professional  Career:  Founder  &  CEO,  Bush  Exploration  Oil  &  Gas 
Co.,  1975-87;  Senior  Advisor,  Bush  Presidential  Campaign,  1988; 
Managing  General  Partner,  Texas  Rangers  Baseball,  1989-98. 

■  Elected  Office;  Governor  of  Texas,  1994-2000;  President  of  the  United 
States,  2001-current. 

John  Kerry  (Democrat) 

■  Born:  December  11, 1943,  Denver,  CO. 

■  Home:  Boston,  MA. 

■  Religion:  Roman  Catholic. 

■  Married  to  Teresa  Heinz  Kerry. 

■  Education:  Yale  U.,  AB,  1966;  Boston  Col.,  LLB,  1976. 

■  Military:  Navy,  1966-70  (Vietnam),  Naval  Reserves,  1972-78. 

■  Professional  Career:  Organizer,  Vietiiam  Veterans  Against  the  War; 
First  Assistant  District  Attorney,  Middlesex  County,  MA,  1977-82; 
Practicing  attorney,  1981-82. 

■  Elected  Office:  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1982-84;  U.S. 
Senate,  1984-2008. 


"The  Work  of  Spirit-Led  Friends" 

FCNL  Annual  Meeting 
November  11-14,  2004 

Georgetown  University  Conference  Center 
Washington,  DC 

Business  Agenda: 

The  FCNL  General  Committee  will  consider 
Statement  of  Legislative  Priorities 
for  the  109th  Congress 

Workshops:  Being  an  Effective  Advocate  for  FCNL, 
Lobby  Training,  and  Media  Skills 

Pre-Annual  Meeting  Special: 

10:45  a.m.,  November  11,  Seminar  and  tour  of  the  new 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
RSVP  required  for  museum  event 

Contact:  Kathy  Guthrie  at  202-547-6000  ext.  144; 
or  email  annualmeeting@fcnl.org 
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George  Bush  Versus  John  Kerry  on  the  Issues 

Peace  and  Security 


"WAR  ON  TERROR";  Following  the  attacks  of  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  2001,  George  BUSH  launched  the  U.S.- 
led  global  "war  on  terror":  "Our  war  on  terror 
begins  with  al  Qaeda,  but  it  does  not  end  there.  It 
will  not  end  until  every  terrorist  group  of  global 
reach  has  been  found,  stopped  and  defeated"  (State¬ 
ment  to  Congress,  9/20/01). 

BUSH  announced  a  dramatic  change  in  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  doctrine:  "Deterrence — the  promise  of  massiv^e 
retaliation  against  nations — means  nothing  against 
the  shadowy  terrorist  netwa^rks  with  no  nation  or 
citizens  to  defend.  Containment  is  not  possible 
when  unbalanced  dictators  with  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  can  deliver  those  weapons  on  missiles  or 
secretly  provide  them  to  terrorist  allies....  We  must 
take  the  battle  to  the  enemy,  disrupt  his  plans,  and 
confront  the  worst  threats  before  they  emerge.  In 
the  world  we  have  entered,  the  only  path  to  safety  is 
the  path  of  action.  And  this  nation  will  act"  (West 
Point,  6/1/02). 

While  the  BUSH  administration  has  waged  the  "war 
on  terror"  primarily  with  military,  intelligence,  and 
domestic  security  weapons,  BUSH  also  expanded 
Voice  of  America  broadcasts  in  Arabic  and  Persian  to 
the  Middle  East  and  proposed  to  double  funding  for 
the  National  Endowment  for  Democracy  (2004).  "In 
the  long  run,  our  security  is  not  guaranteed  by  force, 
alone.  We  will  work  to  change  the  conditions  that 
give  rise  to  terror:  poverty  and  hopelessness  and 
resentment.  A  free  and  peaceful  Iraq,  a  free  and 
peaceful  Afghanistan  will  be  powerful  examples  in  a 
neighborhood  that  is  desperate  for  freedom.  Free 
countries  do  not  export  terror.  Free  countries  are 
peaceful  countries.  Free  countries  do  not  stifle  the 
dreams  of  their  citizens.  By  ser\4ng  the  ideal  of  lib¬ 
erty,  we're  bringing  hope  to  others  and  that  makes 
America  more  secure"  (Grand  Rapids,  Ml,  7/30/04). 

John  KERRY  voted  to  give  authority  to  the  President 
to  carry  out  the  "war  on  terror"  (2001).  KERRY 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  international  coopera¬ 
tion  in  prosecuting  the  war.  He  would  double  U.S. 
special  forces  to  fight  against  violent  extremist 
groups. 

"As  president,  1  will  fight  a  smarter,  more  effective 
war  on  terror.  We  will  deploy  every  tool  in  our  arse¬ 


nal:  our  economic  as  well  as  our  military  might,  our 
principles  as  well  as  our  firepower.  In  these  danger¬ 
ous  days,  there  is  a  right  way  and  a  wrong  way  to 
be  strong.  Strength  is  more  than  tough  words....  We 
need  to  make  America  once  again  a  beacon  in  the 
world.  We  need  to  be  looked  up  to,  not  just  feared.... 
We  need  a  strong  military  and  we  need  strong 
alliances.  And  then,  with  confidence  and  determina¬ 
tion,  we  will  be  able  to  tell  the  terrorists:  You  will 
lose  and  we  will  win.  The  future  dwsn't  belong  to 
fear;  it  belongs  to  freedom"  (Acceptance  speech, 
7/29/04). 

IRAQ:  George  BUSH  urged  the  UN  to  take  action 
against  Saddam  Hussein  saying  Iraq's  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  posed  an  imminent  threat  to  peace 
and  security  (2002).  He  sought  and  received  author¬ 
ity  from  Congress  to  use  military  force  against  Iraq  if 
necessary  (2002).  The  UN  Security  Council  resumed 
weapons  inspections.  The  weapons  inspectors 
found  nothing.  BUSH  then  sought  a  resolution 
from  the  UN  Security  Council  to  take  military 
action,  but  failed  to  receive  it  (2003).  He  then 
ordered  the  invasion  of  Iraq  (2003). 

"Some  have  said  we  must  not  act  until  the  threat  is 
imminent.  Since  when  have  terrorists  and  tyrants 
announced  their  intentions,  politely  putting  us  on 
notice  before  they  strike?  If  this  threat  is  permitted 
to  fully  and  suddenly  emerge,  all  actions,  all  words, 
and  all  recriminations  would  come  too  late.  Trusting 
in  the  sanity  and  restraint  of  Saddam  Hussein  is  not 
a  strategy,  and  it  is  not  an  option....  The  world  has 
waited  12  years  for  Iraq  to  disarm.  America  will  not 
accept  a  serious  and  mounting  threat  to  our  country, 
and  our  friends  and  our  allies"  (State  of  the  Union, 
1/28/03). 

No  weapons  of  mass  destruction  were  found  after 
the  invasion  despite  an  intensive  search. 

"Had  we  failed  to  act,  the  dictator's  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  programs  would  still  continue  to 
this  day.  Had  we  failed  to  act.  Security  Council  rescv 
lutions  on  Iraq  would  have  been  revealed  as  empty 
threats,  weakening  the  United  Nations  and  encour¬ 
aging  defiance  by  dictators  around  the  world.  Iraq's 
torture  chambers  would  still  be  filled  with  \4ctims, 
terrified  and  innocent.  The  killing  fields  of  Iraq — 
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where  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  and  women 
and  children  vanished  into  the  sands — would  still  be 
known  only  to  the  killers.  For  all  who  love  freedom 
and  peace,  the  world  without  Saddam  Hussein's 
regime  is  a  better  and  safer  place"  (State  of  the 
Union,  1/20/04). 

John  KERRY  voted  to  give  authority  to  the  President 
to  use  military  force  against  Iraq  if  necessary  (2002). 
"It  may  well  be  that  the  United  States  will  go  to  war 
with  Iraq.  But  if  so,  it  should  be  because  we  have  to 
-  not  because  we  want  to....  Regime  change  in  Iraq  is 
a  worthy  goal.  But  regime  change  by  itself  is  not  a 
justification  for  going  to  war.  Absent  an  al  Qaeda 
connection,  overthrowing  Saddam  Hussein — the 
ultimate  weapons  inspection  enforcement  mecha¬ 
nism — should  be  the  last  step,  not  the  first.  Those 
who  think  that  the  inspection  process  is  merely  a 
waste  of  time  should  be  reminded  that  legitimacy  in 
the  conduct  of  war,  among  our  people  and  our  allies, 
is  not  a  waste,  but  an  essential  foundation  of  suc¬ 
cess"  {Nriv  York  Times,  9/6/02). 

KERRY  says  BUSH  went  to  war  without  building 
sufficient  international  support  and  without  a  plan 
for  how  to  win  the  peace.  He  says  BUSH  distorted 
intelligence  information  about  Iraq's  connections 
wdth  al  Qaeda  and  weapons  of  mass  destruction. 
"They  bullied  when  they  should  have  persuaded. 
They  have  gone  it  alone  when  they  should  have 
assembled  a  team.  They  have  hoped  for  the  best 
when  they  should  have  prepared  for  the  worst.  In 
short,  they  have  undermined  the  legacy  of  genera¬ 
tions  of  American  leadership.  And  that  is  what  we 
must  restore"  (Seattle,  WA,  5/27/04). 

KERRY  voted  against  $87  billion  spending  bill  for 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  military  operations  and  recon¬ 
struction  (2003),  saying  that  the  funding  should  have 
been  offset  by  reductions  in  tax  cuts  for  the  wealthi¬ 
est,  rather  than  through  further  deficit  spending  and 
that  BUSH  should  have  done  more  to  get  other 
countries  to  share  the  cost. 

"Moving  forward,  the  administration  must  make  the 
United  Nations  a  full  partner  responsible  for  devel¬ 
oping  Iraq's  transition  to  a  new  constitution  and 
gov^emment.  We  also  need  to  renew  our  effort  to 
attract  international  support  in  the  form  of  boots  on 
the  ground  to  create  a  climate  of  security  in  Iraq.  We 
need  more  troops  and  more  people  who  can  train 
Iraqi  troops  and  assist  Iraqi  police.  We  should  urge 
NATO  to  create  a  new  out-of-area  operation  for  Iraq 


under  the  lead  of  a  U.S.  commander.  This  would 
help  us  obtain  more  troops  from  major  powers.  The 
events  of  the  past  week  will  make  foreign  govern¬ 
ments  extremely  reluctant  to  put  their  citizens  at 
risk.  That  is  why  international  acceptance  of  respon¬ 
sibility  for  stabilizing  Iraq  must  be  matched  by  inter¬ 
national  authority  for  managing  the  remainder  of 
the  Iraqi  transition.  The  United  Nations,  not  the 
United  States,  should  be  the  primary  civilian  partner 
in  working  with  Iraqi  leaders  to  hold  elections, 
restore  government  services,  rebuild  the  economy, 
and  re-create  a  sense  of  hope  and  optimism  among 
the  Iraqi  people.  The  primary  responsibility  for 
security  must  remain  with  the  U.S.  military,  prefer¬ 
ably  helped  by  NATO  until  we  have  an  Iraqi  securi¬ 
ty  force  fully  prepared  to  take  responsibility"  (OpEd, 
Washington  Post,  4/14/04). 

NORTH  KOREA:  In  2002,  George  BUSH  declared 
North  Korea  to  be  part  of  the  "axis  of  evil,"  along 
with  Iraq  and  Iran:  "By  seeking  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  these  regimes  pose  a  grave  and  growing 
danger.  They  could  provide  these  arms  to  terrorists, 
giving  them  the  means  to  match  their  hatred.  They 
could  attack  our  allies  or  attempt  to  blackmail  the 
United  States.  In  any  of  these  cases,  the  price  of 
indifference  would  be  catastrophic"  (State  of  the 
Union,  1/29/02). 

In  2003,  BUSH  said,  "On  the  Korean  Peninsula,  an 
oppressive  regime  rules  a  people  living  in  fear  and 
starv'ation.  Throughout  the  1990s,  the  United  States 
relied  on  a  negotiated  framework  to  keep  North 
Korea  from  gaining  nuclear  weapons.  We  now 
know  that  that  regime  was  deceiving  the  world,  and 
developing  those  weapons  all  along.  And  today  the 
North  Korean  regime  is  using  its  nuclear  program  to 
incite  fear  and  seek  concessions.  America  and  the 
world  will  not  be  blackmailed.  America  is  working 
with  the  countries  of  the  region — South  Korea, 

Japan,  China,  Russia— to  find  a  peaceful  solution  and 
to  show  the  North  Korean  government  that  nuclear 
weapons  will  bring  only  isolation,  economic  stagna¬ 
tion  and  continued  hardship.  The  North  Korean 
regime  will  find  respect  in  the  world  and  revival  for 
its  people  only  when  it  turns  away  from  its  nuclear 
ambitions"  (State  of  the  Union,  1/28/03). 

The  BUSH  administration  has  recently  proposed  a 
short-term  freeze  of  North  Korea's  plutonium  pro¬ 
gram  and  suspected  highly  enriched  uranium  pro¬ 
gram.  The  ultimate  goal  is  the  complete  verifiable. 
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irreversible  dismantlement  of  North  Korea's  nuclear 
weapons  programs.  He  has  resisted  holding  direct 
bilateral  talks,  although  some  direct  talks  have  taken 
place  within  the  six-party  talk  framework. 

John  KERRY  urges  direct  bilateral  talks  with  North 
Korea  to  freeze  nuclear  programs,  as  well  as  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  six-party  talks.  "Our  goal  must  be 
to  end  North  Korea's  nuclear  weapons  program  and 
permanently  eliminate  its  enrichment  and  reprocess¬ 
ing  efforts.  All  options  must  remain  on  the  table  to 
accomplish  this.  Any  agreement  must  have  rigorous 
verification,  and  must  lead  to  complete  and  irre¬ 
versible  elimination  of  North  Korea's  nuclear 
weapons  program.  Despite  the  obvious  threat,  for 
eighteen  months  we  have  negotiated  largely  over 
process  while  the  North  Koreans  have  reportedly 
made  enough  new  bomb  material  for  6-9  new 
nuclear  weapons.  John  KERRY  believes  we  should 
continue  the  six-party  negotiations  with  the  North 


Koreans,  but  also  be  willing  to  have  direct  bilateral 
talks.  And  we  must  be  prepared  to  negotiate  a  com¬ 
prehensive  agreement  that  addresses  the  full  range 
of  issues  of  concern  to  us  and  our  allies" 
(www.johnkerry.com). 

KERRY  believes  North  Korea  "was  a  far  more  com¬ 
pelling  threat  in  many  ways  [than  Iraq],  and  it 
belonged  at  the  top  of  the  agenda....  Three  and  a  half 
years  ago,  four  years  ago,  we  had  television  cameras 
and  inspectors  in  Pyongyang.  Today  we  do  not. 
Three  and  a  half  years  ago  we  knew  where  the  fuel 
rods  were.  Today  we  do  not....  VVe  have  to  be  more 
artful  in  seeing  what  they  [the  North  Koreans]  see, 
not  just  thinking  about  it  from  our  point  of  view.... 
There  are  a  number  of  options  available  to  us  that 
could  bring  people  to  the  table,  cooperative,  simulta¬ 
neous  steps  that  could  move  you  down  the  road" 
(Nccc  York  Times,  5/30/04). 


Anns  Control  and  Disannament 


PROLIFERATION  OF  WEAPONS  OF  MASS 
DESTRUCTION  (WMD):  George  BUSH  says  the 
top  security  threat  to  the  U.S.  is  the  possibility  that 
"rogue"  states  or  terrorist  groups  will  obtain  WMD 
(2002).  "The  United  States  of  America  will  not  per¬ 
mit  the  world's  most  ciangerous  regimes  to  threaten 
us  with  the  world's  most  destructive  weapons" 

(State  of  the  Union,  2002). 

BUSH  started  the  Proliferation  Security  Initiative  in 
cooperation  with  other  countries  to  interdict  ship¬ 
ments  of  WMD  or  component  materials  to  countries 
of  concern. 

John  KERRY  says,  "We  need  to  lead  a  global  effort 
against  nuclear  proliferation,  to  keep  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  weapons  in  the  world  out  of  the  most  dan¬ 
gerous  hands  in  the  world"  (Acceptance  speech, 
7/29/04).  KERRY  supports  the  Proliferation  Securi¬ 
ty  Initiativ'e. 

NEW  NUCLEAR  WEAPONS:  BUSH  requested 
funds  to  research  earth-penetrating  weapons  and  to 
upgrade  nuclear  weapons  facilities  (2003, 2004). 
"New  capabilities  must  be  developed  to  defeat 
emerging  threats  such  as  hard  and  deeply  buried 
targets,  to  find  and  attack  mobile  and  relocatable  tar¬ 
gets,  to  defeat  chemical  or  biological  agents,  and  to 
improve  accuracy  and  limit  collateral  damage" 
(Nuclear  Posture  Review,  12/31/01). 


KERRY  voted  against  funding  for  new  nuclear 
weapons  research  (2003).  He  believes  this  under¬ 
mines  nonproliferation  efforts:  "I  will  stop  this... 
program  to  develop  a  whole  new  generation  of 
bunker-busting  nuclear  bombs.  This  is  a  weapon  we 
don't  need.  And  it  undermines  our  credibility  in 
persuading  other  nations.  What  kind  of  message 
does  it  send  when  we're  asking  other  countries  not 
to  develop  nuclear  weapons,  but  developing  new 
ones  ourselves?"  (West  Palm  Beach,  FL,  6/1/04). 

BALLISTIC  MISSILE  SHIELD:  Deploying  a  missile 
shield  has  been  a  top  priority  for  BUSH.  "Today's 
world  requires  a  new  policy,  a  broad  strategy  of 
active  non-proliferation,  counter-proliferation  and 
defenses....  We  need  a  new  framework  that  allows  us 
to  build  missile  defenses  to  counter  the  different 
threats  of  today's  world"  (National  Defense  Univer¬ 
sity,  5/1/01). 

BUSH  terminated  the  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty 
with  Russia  (2002),  has  spent  more  than  $30  billion 
on  this  program  during  four  years,  and  deployed  the 
first  interceptors  in  Alaska  and  California  in  2004. 

KERRY  voted  to  delay  deployment  of  a  missile 
shield  until  further  tests  were  conducted  (2000).  He 
voted  to  cut  and  transfer  funding  to  other  security 
programs  in  2004.  "Yes,  we  must  invest  in  missile 
defense.  But  not  at  the  cost  of  other  pressing  priori- 
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ties.  We  cannot  afford  to  spend  billions  to  deploy  an 
unproven  missile  defense  system.  Not  only  is  it  not 
ready,  but  it's  the  wrong  priority  for  a  war  on  terror 
where  the  enemy  strikes  with  a  bomb  in  the  back  of 
a  truck,  or  a  vial  of  anthrax  in  a  briefcase"  (Indepen¬ 
dence,  MO,  6/3/04). 

COMPREHENSIVE  TEST  BAN  TREATY  (CTBT): 
BUSH  opposes  ratification  of  the  CTBT.  The  CTBT 
"does  not  stop  proliferation,  especially  to  renegade 
regimes.  It  is  not  verifiable.  It  is  not  enforceable. 

And  it  would  stop  us  from  ensuring  the  safety  and 
reliability  of  our  nation's  deterrent,  should  the  need 
arise.  On  these  crucial  matters,  it  offers  only  words 
and  false  hopes  and  high  intentions,  with  no  guaran¬ 
tees  whatsoever.  We  can  fight  the  spread  of  nuclear 
weapons,  but  we  cannot  wish  them  away  with 
unwise  treaties"  (Speech,  11/19/99). 

Budget  Priorities 

TAX  POLICY:  George  BUSH  successfully  cam¬ 
paigned  to  cut  taxes  on  income,  corporations,  divi¬ 
dends,  capital  gains,  and  estates,  reducing  federal 
revenues  in  excess  of  $1.7  trillion  over  10  years 
(2001-2003).  BUSH  would  make  permanent  person¬ 
al  income  tax  cuts  now  set  to  expire  in  2010  and 
would  permanently  eliminate  the  estate  tax.  He 
would  end  taxes  on  savings  and  extend  tax  credits  to 
promote  expanded  health  insurance  coverage  and 
domestic  energy  production  and  conserv^ation. 

The  federal  deficit  is  expected  to  exceed  $450  billion 
this  year  (FY04),  increasing  the  national  debt  to  more 
than  $7.4  trillion.  The  nonpartisan  Congressional 
Budget  Office  estimates  the  national  debt  will  grow 
an  additional  $2.7  trillion  between  2005  and  2014 
with  bush's  current  budget  plan,  not  including  the 
costs  of  military  operations  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

John  KERRY  voted  against  the  $1.35  trillion  tax  cut 
bill  in  2001,  voted  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  tax  cuts  to 
increase  funding  for  education.  Head  Start,  and 
other  purposes  (2002),  and  voted  against  the  repeal 
of  the  estate  tax  (2002).  He  opposes  further  tax  cuts 
without  off-setting  cuts  in  spending  or  other  revenue 
increases,  and  he  would  roll  back  tax  cuts  on  annual 
incomes  over  $200,000.  He  would  cut  the  top  corpo¬ 
rate  tax  rate  from  35  percent  to  30  percent  and 
would  provide  tax  credits  to  assist  low-  and  middle- 
income  households  with  health  care  costs,  to  pro¬ 
mote  energy  efficiency,  and  to  encourage  corpora¬ 
tions  to  keep  jobs  in  the  U.S. 


BUSH  sought  funds  to  prepare  the  Nevada  test  site 
for  resumption  of  nuclear  testing  if  needed  (2003, 
2004). 

KERRY  voted  for  CTBT  ratification  in  1999.  "The 
CTBT  is  a  critical  component  of  broader  U.S.  strate¬ 
gy  on  nuclear  nonproliferation,  which  has  the 
nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  at  its  core. 

In  1995,  states  which  are  party  to  the  NPT  agreed  to 
extend  that  Treaty  indefinitely,  in  large  part  based  on 
the  commitment  of  the  declared  nuclear  weapons 
states  to  conclude  a  CTBT.  The  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  ratify  the  CTBT  will  seriously  undercut  our 
ability  to  continue  our  critical  leadership  role  in  the 
global  nuclear  non-proliferation  regime"  (Congres¬ 
sional  Record,  10/12/99). 


and  Human  Needs 

MILITARY  SPENDING:  BUSH  has  requested  and 
received  increases  each  year,  increasing  military 
spending  by  40  percent  over  four  years.  Current 
BUSH  budget  plans  call  for  continued  steady 
increases  in  military  and  homeland  security  budgets. 

KERRY  voted  to  cut  military  spending  and  reduce 
U.S.  military  forces  (1993),  and  he  voted  to  freeze 
military  spending  for  seven  years  and  shift  savings 
to  education  and  job  training  (1995).  However,  in 
2004,  KERRY  voted  to  restore  $7.9  billion  that  had 
been  deducted  from  the  President's  FY05  budget 
request,  thus  voting  to  grant  BUSH's  full  request 
(2004).  KERRY  would  increase  overall  troop 
strength  by  40,000. 

DOMESTIC  DISCRETIONARY  SPENDING:  Cur¬ 
rent  BUSH  budget  plans  would  reduce  funding  for 
most  programs  dramatically  in  real  (inflation-adjust¬ 
ed)  terms  (except  military,  homeland  security,  and 
key  education  and  HIV/ AIDS  programs).  BUSH 
seeks  line  item  veto  authority. 

KERRY  would  reduce  spending  by  cutting  "corpo¬ 
rate  welfare,"  "pork  barrel"  spending,  and  govern¬ 
ment  overhead  costs.  He  would  increase  aid  to 
states  and  spend  significant  new  amounts  on  educa¬ 
tion,  energy,  and  health  care.  KERRY  also  seeks  line 
item  veto  authority. 
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Reducing  US,  Oil  Dependence 


George  BUSH  would  address  U.S.  dependence  on 
imported  oil  primarily  by  increasing  domestic 
production  of  oil  and  gas.  He  would  open  more 
public  lands  to  production,  including  the  Arctic 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  (ANWR),  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region,  off-shore  continental  shelf  areas, 
and  the  deep  water  Gulf  of  Mexico.  BUSH  initiated 
a  five-year,  $1.7  billion  hydrogen  fuel  cell  research 
and  development  (R&D)  effort  to  replace  the  U.S. 
oil-based  transportation  system  with  a  hydrogen- 
based  system.  He  supports  R&D  and  subsidies  for 
alternative  fuels  such  as  ethanol  and  supports  tax 
credits  for  the  purchase  of  hybrid  and  alternative 
fuel  vehicles.  He  opposes  increasing  corporate 
average  fuel  efficiency  (CAFE)  standards  or 
increasing  fuel  taxes  (www.georgewbush.com). 


John  KERRY  supports  increasing  domestic  oil  and 
gas  production,  especially  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  but 
not  in  environmentally  sensitive  areas.  He  voted 
against  opening  ANWR  to  oil  and  gas  development 
(2003).  He  would  use  royalties  from  oil  and  gas 
extraction  on  public  lands  to  invest  in  energy  R&D. 
He  voted  to  increase  the  CAFE  standard  for  passen¬ 
ger  cars  and  light  trucks  to  40  and  27.5  mpg,  respec¬ 
tively,  by  2015  (2003).  He  would  provide  incentives 
to  domestic  manufacturers  to  retool  to  produce  ener¬ 
gy  efficient  vehicles.  He  supports  tax  credits  for  the 
purchase  of  hybrid  and  alternative  fuel  vehicles  and 
increased  R&D  and  tax  incentives  for  alternative 
fuels.  He  supports  hydrogen  fuel  cell  R&D  based  on 
renewable  fuel  sources  and  would  increase  federal 
fleet  purchasing  of  high  efficiency  and  alternative 
fuel  vehicles.  He  opposes  increasing  fuel  taxes 
(www.johnkerry.com). 


Indian  Affairs 


George  BUSH  says:  "To  ensure  the  future  suc¬ 
cess  of  America's  tribal  communities,  my 
Administration  is  committed  to  improving  edu¬ 
cation,  increasing  employment  and  economic 
development,  and  ensuring  better  access  to 
health  and  human  services  for  all  American  Indi¬ 
ans  and  Alaska  nativ^es  (Proclamation, 
11/14/2003). 


John  KERRY  says:  "As  president,  1  will  also 
restore  respect  for  tribal  sovereignty  throughout 
the  Executive  Branch  and  re-open  the  doors  to 
the  White  House  to  the  first  Americans.  We 
understand  the  struggles  our  Native  American 
brothers  and  sisters  face.  In  addition  to  the 
health  care  crisis  facing  tribes,  we  also  know  that 
poverty  is  rising  in  America,  and  nowhere  is  it 
worse  than  on  our  reservations.  To  ensure  that 
your  voice  is  heard  on  these  and  other  vital 
issues,  I  will  appoint  Native  Americans  to  key 
positions  in  the  White  House  and  throughout 
my  administration"  (www.johnkerry.com). 


Act  Today  for 
Decades  to  Come! 


Your  vote  in  this  year's  presidential  election  will 
affect  national  and  world  affairs  for  decades  to 
come.  You  can  also  make  a  planned  gift  today 
that  will  support  our  Quaker  witness  in 
Washington  for  decades  to  come. 


To  find  out  how,  use  the  Planned  Giving 
Calculator  on  FCNL's  web  site.  Just  go  to 
www.fcnl.org.  Click  on  <"Support  FCNL 
Financially">,  then  click  on  the  <"Planned 

Giving">  button.  Click  on  the  image  of 
the  calculator.  To  request 
information,  contact  FCNL 
Development  staff  (800-630- 
1330  ext.  141,  or  email 
development@fcnl.org). 
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Civil  Liberties  and  Human  Rights 


USA  PATRIOT  ACT:  After  the  September  11,  2001, 
attacks,  George  BUSH  actively  sought  the  expansion 
of  federal  law  enforcement  power  to  find,  investi¬ 
gate,  and  prosecute  suspected  violent  extremists. 
"This  legislation  is  essential  not  only  to  pursuing  and 
punishing  terrorists,  but  also  preventing  more  atroci¬ 
ties  in  the  hands  of  the  evil  ones.  This  government 
will  enforce  this  law  with  all  the  urgency  of  a  nation 
at  war"  (Bill  signing,  10/26/01).  BUSH  also  changed 
FBI  guidelines  to  permit  increased  surveillance  of 
public  and  religious  gatherings. 

BUSH  now'  seeks  full  reauthorization  of  the  Act  plus 
new  authority  to  impose  the  death  penalty  on  con¬ 
victed  terrorists,  erect  new  barriers  for  bail  for  terror¬ 
ist  suspects,  and  skip  judicial  oversight  of  subpoenas 
in  cases  of  suspected  terrorist  activities.  "Key  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Patriot  Act  are  set  to  expire  next  year. 

The  terrorist  threat  will  not  expire  on  that  schedule. 
Our  law  enforcement  needs  this  vital  legislation  to 
protect  our  citizens"  (State  of  the  Union,  1/20/04). 

John  KERRY  voted  for  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act  (2001). 
"[M]ost  of  it  has  to  do  with  improving  the  transfer  of 
information  between  CIA  and  FBI,  and  it  has  to  do 
w'ith  things  that  really  were  quite  necessary  in  the 
wake  of  what  happened  on  September  11th.  But 
there  have  been  abuses  of  that  act.  The  inspector 
general  of  the  Justice  Department  w'rote  a  report  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  way  in  which  John  Ashcroft  and  the 
Justice  Department  have  overreached"  (Towm  Hall 
Meeting,  8/6/03). 


KERRY  w'ould  strengthen  the  money-laundering 
provisions.  However,  he  would  seek  to  repeal  the 
"sneak  and  peek"  provision  and  require  notice  of  its 
use  usually  to  be  given  within  seven  days.  He 
w'ould  require  a  regular  court  order  before  business 
or  library  records  could  be  monitored,  limit  the  use 
of  wiretaps,  and  place  limits  on  FBI  agents  attending 
public  or  religious  gatherings. 

ENEMY  COMBATANT  DETAINEES:  BUSH  assert¬ 
ed  authority  as  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  "war  on 
terror"  to  hold  captured  enemy  combatants  indefi¬ 
nitely,  without  charge  and  without  access  to  a  lawyer 
on  foreign  or  U.S.  soil.  This  policy  was  applied  to 
U.S.  citizens,  as  well.  BUSH  set  up  a  system  of  spe¬ 
cial  military  commissions  and  procedures  to  adjudi¬ 
cate  each  case.  Several  hundred  remain  in  U.S.  cus¬ 
tody.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  overturned  aspects  of 
this  policy  (2004)  and  ordered  prompt  individual 
hearings  to  determine  the  status  of  each  detainee. 

KERRY  w'ould  permit  detainees  access  to  lawyers, 
hold  hearings  to  determine  their  status,  and  limit  the 
length  of  detentions.  "John  Ashcroft  has  designated 
American  citizens  as  'enemy  combatants,'  and  has 
incarcerated  them  indefinitely  without  charging 
them  with  a  crime,  without  allowing  them  to  appear 
in  court,  without  allowing  them  to  consult  with 
counsel  or  communicate  in  any  w'ay  with  the  outside 
world.  John  KERRY  believes  citizens  should  have 
the  right  to  a  lawyer  and  that  foreign  citizens  should 
be  given  the  right  to  hearings  to  determine  their  sta¬ 
tus"  (Kerry  press  release,  12/1/03).  ■ 
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